Cytogenetics study on coke oven workers with abnormal blood counts.
Thirty steelworkers with abnormal blood counts and 22 controls were studied cytogenetically. Fifty percent of the workers had a combination of leukopenia, neutropenia and lymphocytosis, and the remaining 50% showed different combinations or even a single type of alteration. The frequency of chromosome and chromatid gaps and chromosome deletions was significantly higher among workers than among controls, and the same was true for the number of individuals with some type of chromosome alteration. We also noted that the major factor related to the production of chromosome breaks is not the total time of work in the steel mill, but specifically the time of work at the coke oven.